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At Colyton Caterpillars, we believe every child is unique and deserves the very best start in life. Our curriculum is ambitious, flexible and responsive, reflecting the individual needs, interests and stages of development of each child. We place high expectations on all children and provide exciting, challenging and meaningful experiences that inspire curiosity, resilience, independence and a lifelong love of learning.
Central to our practice is truly knowing our children and their families. We recognise that parents and carers are children’s first and most important educators and we work closely in partnership with them to understand children’s routines, interests, experiences and next steps. Through warm, trusting relationships and effective communication, we create a shared approach that supports children’s wellbeing and development both at home and within the setting.
Our curriculum is rooted in the three Prime Areas of Learning – Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, and Physical Development – as these provide the foundations upon which all future learning is built. The Specific Areas are carefully interwoven throughout our provision, enabling children to make progress across all seven areas of learning.

We believe children learn best through play, exploration and positive relationships. Practitioners spend quality time interacting with children, observing their interests, extending their thinking and creating opportunities that build on what they already know and can do. Our curriculum remains flexible so that we can respond to children’s fascinations and make the most of teachable moments, ensuring learning is always purposeful, engaging and relevant.

We provide a rich and stimulating environment where children are encouraged to take risks, make choices, solve problems and develop confidence in their own abilities. Through indoor and outdoor experiences, natural resources, stories, songs and open-ended play opportunities, children are supported to become confident, capable and enthusiastic learners.


How Our Curriculum Links to the EYFS
Communication and Language
High-quality interactions are at the heart of our curriculum. Practitioners model language, introduce new vocabulary and engage children in meaningful conversations throughout the day. Stories, traditional tales, songs, rhymes and small group experiences support children’s listening, attention and understanding. Children are encouraged to express their thoughts, ideas and feelings and develop the confidence to communicate with others.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Building children’s confidence, self-esteem and emotional wellbeing is central to everything we do. Strong key person relationships help children feel safe, secure and valued. We support children to understand and manage their emotions, develop independence, build friendships and show kindness and respect towards others. Children are encouraged to make choices, persevere when faced with challenges and develop positive attitudes towards learning.

Physical Development
Children are provided with daily opportunities to develop both their gross and fine motor skills through active play and exploration indoors and outdoors. Climbing, balancing, running, mark making, construction, malleable materials and self-care routines all contribute to children’s physical development. We promote healthy lifestyles and encourage children to become increasingly independent in managing their own personal care.

Literacy
Our strong focus on literacy is rooted in familiar stories, core books, rhymes and traditional tales. Children develop a love of books through repeated reading and meaningful storytelling experiences. Practitioners foster early language and comprehension skills while providing opportunities for mark making and emergent writing. We aim to develop enthusiastic readers and communicators from the earliest stages.

Mathematics
Mathematical concepts are embedded throughout everyday experiences. Children are encouraged to notice patterns, compare quantities, solve problems and explore shape, space and measure through practical activities and play. Mathematical language is modelled naturally to support children’s understanding and confidence.

Understanding the World
Children are encouraged to explore and investigate the world around them. Through first-hand experiences, nature, celebrations, visitors, stories and discussions, children learn about people, communities and the environment. We promote an inclusive culture where diversity is celebrated and children develop respect for different families, cultures and traditions, helping them to develop a strong sense of belonging.



Expressive Arts and Design
Creativity and imagination are nurtured through music, movement, role play, art and sensory experiences. Open-ended resources encourage children to explore, experiment and express themselves freely. We value the process of creativity and provide opportunities for children to communicate their ideas, thoughts and feelings in a variety of ways.

Our Approach to Learning
At Colyton Caterpillars, we believe children thrive when they feel safe, loved and valued. We are committed to providing a curriculum that is:
· Ambitious and inclusive, with high expectations for all children.
· Flexible and responsive to children’s individual needs and interests.
· Exciting and challenging, encouraging curiosity and independence.
· Built upon secure relationships and strong partnerships with parents and carers.
· Focused on quality interactions and meaningful experiences.
· Designed to help children make good progress from their individual starting points.
· Preparing children with the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need for future learning and life.
Through our nurturing environment and child-centred approach, we aim to ensure every child develops into a confident, resilient and capable learner, knowing that anything is possible and that every child matters.
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